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 one of his. Again, the parent whose sexual emotions and ten-
dencies have but little opportunity for discharge will be apt to
lavish a greater amount of affection on his children than one
who is leading a more active sexual life. Thus it is that wido-
wers, widows and those who are unhappily married1 frequently
display a more than normal degree of attachment to their
children, the latter receiving, in addititon to the love that would
ordinarily fall to their share, the displaced affection which
would otherwise find its outlet in the love of wife or husband.
For this reason the tie between such parents and their children
is apt to be more than usually close; and all psychological
characteristics which are produced by such a tie will occur
more readily in these cases than in others. In order to avoid
this emotional overloading of the fiiio-parental tie, it will
usually be necessary for such parents to find compensation
elsewhere for the energy which cannot be directed to its normal
goal, and for the measures undertaken with a view to the pre-
vention of undue fixation of the children's love upon their
parents to be prosecuted with more than usual care and energy.
The fact that the love available for offspring and for spouse
respectively stand thus to some extent in reciprocal relation to
one other, renders inevitable a certain amount of competition
for this love, whenever the demands from both sides are strong
and persistent. We have already seen how from this source
jealousy may arise in the child towards the parent of his or
her own sex. A similarly conditioned jealousy will often arise
also in the parent, though in this case the hostile feelings will
frequently be confined to the Unconscious and will be dis-
coverable only indirectly through their manifestations or through
a process of analysis. This jealousy may nevertheless be
productive of much harm in family life; and, when present in
high intensity, may lead to permanent estrangement and
bitterness between parents and children just as surely as may
corresponding feelings on the part of the child.
Just as in the case of children the hostile emotions towards
the parents that arise from jealousy are liable to be powerfully
1 Often, too, unmarried mothers; though in this case, owing to the fact
that under existing social conditions children born out of wedlock cause more
than the usual amount of anxiety and trouble, love is very liable to be
complicated or even replaced by hate.
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